
We’re all familiar with the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. If not, here’s a quick recap! Jack, a poor 

country boy, trades the family cow for a handful of magic beans, which grow into an 

enormous beanstalk reaching up into the clouds. Jack climbs the beanstalk and finds himself in the 

castle of an unfriendly giant. ... Jack then escapes by chopping down the beanstalk. 

 

Unfortunately, Jack did not learn his lesson the first time and once again has been lured by the magic 

of the beans. Read the challenge below in order to help Jack escape the giant! 

 

Directions:  

1. Read the Challenge 

2. Brainstorm and design a parachute to help Jack escape 

3. Record your observations 

4. Choose 2 of the extension activities to complete – you can complete more if you want! 

 

Materials:  

1. Small action figure or object to represent Jack 

2. Variety of building materials (tissue paper, newspaper, plastic grocery bags, canvas, coffee 

filters, pipe cleaners, string, dental floss, rubber bands, etc.) 

3. Timer 

Jack and the Parachute STEM Challenge 



  

1 yard x 1 yard (3 feet x 3 feet). 



 

 


