Biology I
Mrs. Swogger

Biology Objectives:

· Students will develop an understanding of Biology by studying and analyzing the content and concepts critical to the field.
· Students will analyze what they read, thereby improving critical thinking skills.  

· Students will actively practice and improve writing ability.

· Students will improve on public speaking by presenting their work to their peers.

· Students will increase their active working vocabulary.

· Students will increase their ability to interpret, understand, and analyze problems; applying the scientific method to solve them.
· Students will increase their knowledge of Biology, and will demonstrate this by applying their knowledge to various assessment situations – including projects, tests, and laboratory activities.

· Students will meet the standards set for them by Riverview School District and the State of Pennsylvania.

Materials:

For this class you will need to keep a notebook, which you need to bring to class everyday.  You will also need to bring a pen or pencil.  You will also be responsible for checking out a textbook.  The textbook is by Glencoe Science entitled, Biology.  If the textbook is lost or destroyed, it will be your responsibility to pay for the text.  The textbooks are approximately $70.00, so please treat them with care.  All other materials will either be provided or assigned at a later date.
Classroom Equipment / Laboratory:

Treat the equipment in this room with respect.  Do not write in the books, mark or deface the desks, walls, cabinets, etc.  Many things in this room are expensive to replace; if any of them are broken due to your carelessness or inappropriate actions, you will be responsible for replacing them, or providing a way for them to be replaced.

The labs will include the use of microscopes, dissection specimens, and dissection tools.  All of this equipment requires a high level of maturity and responsibility on your part.  If you are not capable or willing to treat the equipment with care and respect, you will be given an alternative written assignment to complete in place of the labs.  There will be a frog dissection at the end of the year.  If you do not feel comfortable performing a dissection for any reason, an alternative assignment will be provided. 
Course Grading:

Grades will reflect the cumulative points attained through tests, quizzes, homework, projects/reports, and labs.   

100% - 90% = A

89%   - 80% = B
79%   - 70% = C

69%   - 60% = D

59% - below = F

Homework:

Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class.  Everyday that homework is turned in late, unexcused, you will lose 10% per day from the total points of the assignment.  In essence, the assignment will drop a letter grade every day that it is late.  If you need additional time to complete an assignment please come to see me before the assignment becomes late.

Makeup Work:

Makeup work is the responsibility of the student!  You must come to me before or after class the day following your absence.  If you do not get the work and complete it within the timeframe that I give you, it will be considered late or as no credit.
Class Rules:
(These are for both you as a student and me as the teacher)

1. I will be on time.

2. I will be prepared

3. I will be courteous and show respect to every person in the classroom, including myself.

Discourtesy (mishandling lab equipment, walking out, stealing, talking back, fighting, etc) will not be tolerated, and if the problem persists it could be grounds for dismissal from the class.  Cheating will also not be tolerated.  Students caught cheating the first time will take a no-score (zero) on the assignment/quiz/test.  A second time will result in a failing grade for the course.

Sign and return:
I have read and understand the disclosure statement for Biology I.
Student Signature___________________________ Date_____________ Period________

Any questions or concerns regarding this class are welcomed.  Please come see me anytime after school between 2:20 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.
