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Hot Subjects

. If two sentences share the same subject, information about the subject can be written as a
phrase after the subject in the new sentence. Be sure to use commas to set apart the phrase

from the rest of the sentence.
Sentence 1: The Gateway Arch is America’s tallest human-made monument.
Sentence 2: The monument rises 630 feet above the ground.

Combined: The Gateway Arch, America’s tallest human-made monument,
rises 630 feet above the ground.

Read the sentences. Combine the ideas in each pair into one sentence by including
information in a phrase after the subject in the sentence.

1. The Caspian Sea is the world’s largest lake.
The lake covers an area about the same size as Montana.

2. The Komodo dragon is @ member of the monitor family.
It can grow to a length of 10 feet.

3. Our closest star is the sun.
It is estimated to be more than 27,000,000°F.

4. Ronald W. Reagan was our nation’s 40th president.
He worked as a Hollywood actor for almost 30 years.

5. - Georgia is the state that grows the most peanuts.
It harvests over 1.3 billion pounds each year.

6. Barry Bonds is major league baseball’s all-time homerun hitter.
He broke Hank Aaron’s record in 2007.

-
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Scholastic Inc.  Summer Express: Between Grades 4 & 5

. Don’t read this story yet!
. Give it to a partner and
| ask him or her to tell you

the parts of speech under
the blanks below. You give
a word for each part of
speech, and your partner
writes it in the blank. Then
he or she writes the words
in the story and reads the
story aloud.

1
FRIEND'S NAME
2
ADIECTIVE
3.
YOUR TOWN
4.
FRIEND'S NAME
5.
NOUN
6.
ANIMAL
Vi
ADJECTIVE
8.
NOUN
9.
VERB
10.
NOUN
11.
ADJECTIVE
12.
FRIEND'S NAME
13.
ADJECTIVE
14,
VERB
15,
NOUN

("

The whole thing was an accident. My friend

and I just wanted to spend a

day at the Z0o.
2 3
Who knew that would slip
4
ona and bump into the
5

cage? The door sprang open, and

the creature inside, which was

eating a , ran out of the cage. It

8

went nuts! I've never seen an animal
9

like that before! The zookeeper came out with a giant

to catch the
10 11

beast. The zookeeper’s eyesight wasn't good. He

caught instead. Don’t worry—

12

my friend now lives ina ___ __cage and

13

i all day long, or even play with
14

can

a . )
15 o

351

A
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Keeps On Going

. Writers sometimes make the mistake of running together two or more
sentences without telling how the ideas are related. This kind of sentence

is called a run-on sentence.
Kansas holds the record for having the largest ball of twine
in the United States can you believe it weighs over 17,000
pounds in fact, the giant ball is 40 feet in circumference,
11 feet tall, and made up of more than 1,100 miles of twine!

To fix a run-on sentence, identify each complete thought or idea and break it into
shorter sentences.

Kansas holds the record for having the largest ball of twine in the United States.
Can you believe it weighs over 17,000 pounds? In fact, the giant ball is 40 feet
in circumference, 11 feet tall, and made up of more than 1,100 miles of twine!

Rewrite each run-on sentence correctly. Remember fo begin and end each
senfence correctly.

1. Did you know that the United States is the top meat-eaiing country in the world
each person consumes about 260 pounds of meat each year beef is the most

commonly eaten meat.

2. Have you ever noticed that Abraham Lincoln faces right on a penny he is the only
president on a U.S. coin who does Sacagawea faces right on the new doliar coin,

but she was not a president?

3. It would be fantastic to have a robot to do all my chores, help do my homework,
and play games | really think the day will come unfortunately, it won’t come soon

enough for me.
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What's the Topic?

Every paragraph has a topic sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph,
or what it is about. It usually answers several of these questions:

Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Here are some examples.

The doe and her fawn faced many dangers in the forest.
We were amazed by our guest’s rude behavior.

Baking bread from scratch is really not so difficult, or so I thought.
Getting up in the morning is the hardest thing to do.

Did these topic sentences grab your attention? A good topic sentence should. \>

Here are some topics. Write a topic sentence for each one.

1. convincing someone fo try octopus soup

2. an important person in your life

3. an embarrassing moment

4. the importance of Independence Day

5. lunchtime at the school cafeteria

Now list some topics of your own. Then write a fopic sentence for each one.

Topic #1

Topic #2 : Topic #3

Topic sentence #1

Topic sentence #2

Topic sentence #3
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» A paragraph is a group of sentences that tells about one main
idea. The topic sentence tells the main idea and is usually the

first sentence. Supporting sentences tell more about the main idea.
The closing sentence of a paragraph often retells the main idea
in a different way. Here are the parts for one paragraph.
Paragraph Title: Starting Over
Topic Sentence: Today started off badly and only got worse.
Supporting Sentences: 1. Everyone in my family woke up late this morning.
2. 1 had only 15 minutes to get ready and catch the bus.
3. |dressed as fast as | could, grabbed an apple and my
backpack, and raced to get to the bus stop on time.
4. Fortunately, | just made it.

5. Unfortunately, the bus was pulling away when several
kids pointed out that | had on two different shoes.

Closing Sentence: At that moment, | wanted to start the day over.

When you write a paragraph, remember these rules:

« Indent the first line to let readers know that you are beginning a paragraph.
« Capitalize the first word of each sentence.
- Punctuate each sentence correctly (?1..).

Use all the information above to write the paragraph. Be sure to follow the rules.

paragraph title
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Sassy Sentences

£

H A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. When

you write a sentence, you put your thoughts into words. If the sentence °
is complete, the meaning is clear. It contains a subject (the naming part) el A A
and a predicate (an action or state of being part). / /5

These are sentences. These are not sentences.
Sally sells seashells at the seashore. Peck of pickled peppers.
Betty Botter bought a bit of better butter. Flying up a flue.

Make complete sentences by adding words to each group of
words. Try to create tongue twisters like the sentences above.

1. flips fine flapjack:

2. Sixty slippery seals

3. fed Ted

4. Ruby Rugby’s baby brother

S managing an imaginary magazine

6. Sam’s sandwich shop

7. back blue balloons

8. pink peacock pompously

9. Pete’s pop Pete

10. ~_ sawed Mr. Saw’s

11. Afleaand afly

12. black-backed bumblebee

S
Create your own tongue twisters to share with friends. Make sure each one expresses a
4 complete thought.

‘84
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and the Case of the Emperors b

Grammar Cop

There will be a big parade next
week.

| have nothing to wear.

| asked the tailors fo make me

anew cloak.

They promised to make the best
cloak the villagers had ever
seen.

The tailors are working day and
night cutting and sewing.

The cloak is finished!

| tried it on, and something was

10.

very strange . . . .

But the tailors assured me
that the townspeople will be
amazed.

After the parade, all the people
said they had never seen
anything like my new cloak.

| tried to find the tailors o thank

them, but they had leff fown.

{ew Clothes

The emperor doesn’t know if he’s coming or going!

He doesn’t know what he has done, what he is doing
now, and what he will do later. Can you help Gramma
Cop choose the right tense?

Decide whether each underlined verb is in the past,
present, or future tense. Write it in the blank.

Remember these basic laws
of tenses:

* Past

The past tense of a verb
fells that something already
happened. (Example:

| walked to school this
morning.)

* Present

The present fense of a
verb fells that something is
happening now. (Example:
It is raining today.)

¢ Future

The future tense of a verb
tells that something will
happen in the future.
(Example: Tomorrow | will
play soccer.)
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Name Date

SUMMER VACATION ACROSTIC

Write an acrostic poem about summer vacation. Begin each
line with a word or phrase that starts with the letter on that line.

Vv

©2001-2008 abcteach.com
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WYifing, Prompt

Wite me o lefter and tell me aoout YOU. Infroduce upurset and fell me aoout your familyy,  What” are yor favorite things?
what do ypu Tike o do for fun? what do wov love aoovt Schoot? What 18 your favorite suoject?  These awe Just some quesfion
Yov can answey.

You need to:

o Hawve o sattion (Dea MY'S. Lape)

o Include at least 3 paragrapns With 5 senfences In each paragyapn

o Include defauls, descriptions, and anecdotes aoovt YOU That make i inferesfing fo vead
e Indent paxagyapns

e Have a cosing Folowed by a. comma (Sincerel, Your Sfudent, efc)

o Reread What Upy Wrote and make Sure 1 makes sense

e Use nead writng

uUse the space oglow 10 braunstormi
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Green Gift

“Poor Grandmal! | wish there was some way we could cheer her up,” Amy said fo her
brother Mark.

Grandma had fallen and broken her leg. The doctor said she would be in a cast for six
weeks. Grandma was very active and loved to work in her garden, so she would not enjoy
sitting in her chair waiting for her leg to heal.

| have an idea.” said Mark. “I saw some pictures of terrariums in a magazine. Terrariums
are little indoor gardens that can be grown in glass jars. Let’s make a terrarium for Grandma,
so she can enjoy a garden in her house.”

Amy thought Mark had a great idea, so the two of them found the magazine artficle with
the directions for making a terrarium and showed their mom. She agreed that a terrarium
would be a perfect gift for Grandma. She helped Amy and Mark find a large, clear glass
bottle, which they cleaned and checked for leaks. After a frip to the garden shop to buy the
materials, they were ready to assemble the ferrarium.

First, they put a small layer of charcoal and gravel drainage m ' ] }

material at the bottom of the bottle. This would keep the soil from | )
getfing foo damp. D !
Draw a layer of charceal and gravel at the bottom of the bottle.

Next, they added a layer of dark, rich soil.

Draw a layer of dark soil on top of the drainage materials.

Now they were ready to add the plants. Mark used a long-
handled spoon to tap out holes in the soil. Amy had chosen two
plants at the garden shop. One was tall with long, thin, green
leaves. The other was short with bright pink flowers. Mark placed the
plants in the holes and gently tapped the soil down over their roots.

Draw the two plants Mark and Amy planted.

To make the terrarium even more colorful, Amy placed some
colorful rocks and bright green moss around the plants. Q
Draw the colorful rocks and green moss that Amy added to

the terrarium.

Finally, Mark and Amy lightly watered the plants by pouring water through a smaill funnel
at the top of the bottle. Now the terrarium was ready fo take to Grandma.

When Amy and Mark showed Grandma her new terrarium, she was so happy. Now she
had a beautiful little garden to enjoy right inside her home.
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Mark and Amy want to make another terrarium for their Aunt Hilda’s birthday, but they lost
the magazine article with the directions. Help them make a new set of directions.

1. Make a list of all the materials Mark and Amy needed to assemble the terrarium.

2. What must be done to the bottle before adding the materials to it?

3. Tell how to assembile the terrarium. Be sure to use the steps in correct order.

First,

Nexi, add

Now use a long-handied spoon to

and then add

and tap

To make the terrarium more colorful, place

Finally,

4. Why do you think Amy only chose two plants for the terrarium?

5. What kinds of plants would not be good choices for a terrarium?

write three questions involving the directions on the label for using the product. Give

Wl Cut a label off a product your family is finished using. On another sheet of paper,
@ the label and the questions to someone in your family to answer.
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Scholastic Inc.  Summer Express: Between Grades 4 & §

VoA
,/é 3 .o s e e 0%, ,0%0 %, o, .o .
2%

Test Time

» Making predictions is using information from a story to determine what will happen next.

On Monday, Mrs. Bunch announced to her students that i,
they would have their test covering the 50 states and capitals
on Friday. In addition to knowing each state’s capital, the
students would have to be able to fill in all the states’ names
on a U. S. map. Mrs. Bunch also told the students to be sure to
take special nofice of their own state. She even put up a poster
in front of the classroom showing the state map along with
the state motto and flower. Best friends Kevin and Matt both
wanted to do well on the tfest, but each boy studied for the fest in a very different way.

Kevin decided to wait until Thursday evening to begin studying. He thought if he learned
everything on Thursday, he would be able to remember it better on Friday. After supper on
Thursday evening, Kevin fook his study notes info the family room so he could watch television
while he studied. Mrs. Bunch had given all the students an alphabetical list of the states and
their capitals. Kevin read the list over and over again. Then he covered up the capitals and
fried fo remember what they were as he read each state’s name. When he felt that he knew
most of the capitals, he then fook out his map and began studying where all the states were
located. Because Kevin kept taking some time to watch his favorite TV shows, he did not get
finished with his studying until very late. The next morning he skipped breakfast so he would no
miss his bus and arrive late to school.

Matt, on the other hand, fook a different approach to his studying. On Monday evening
he made a set of flash cards. On one side of the card, he wrote the name of the state and
on the opposite side, he wrote the state’s capital. He made one card for each state. He then
fraced the map of the United States, being careful to outline each state. He fook this map to
the copy store and made several copies. Now he had some maps on which to practice writin
the state names. On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, Matt spent an hour after supper
in his room studying his flash cards and practicing filling in his maps. His mom and dad also
helped him by quizzing him about the state capitals while he helped with clearing the table
and loading the dishwasher after supper. On his way fo school each day, Matt took his flash
cards with him on the bus and practiced naming the capitals. Matt went to bed a litfle earlier
on Thursday evening. The next morning he had a good breakfast before catching his bus. On
the way to school, he looked over his map and flash cards one last time.

When the boys arrived at school on Friday, they joined their classmates and prepared to
fake the big test on the states. As Mrs. Bunch handed out the fest, Matt noticed that she had
taken down the poster of their own state map. Then he received his test and, like his friend
Kevin, began to work hard fo do his very best. e
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1. What mistakes do you think Kevin made in the way he studied?

2. How was Matt’s study plan different from Kevin’s?

3. The test Mrs. Bunch gave was worth 100 points: one point for naming each state’s
capital correctly and one point for each state correctly filled in on the map. Write in
the number of correct answers you think each boy got on his test.

ey

/100 /100
Kevin Matt

-

Explain why you think each boy eamed the score you wrote.

4. Mrs. Bunch included one exira credit question on the test. What do you think it was?

\\/,

On another sheet of paper, write about a test you thought you were prepared for but it
turned out you really were not. Read it to someone in your family.
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Flower Fun
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To draw conclusions is to use the information in a story to make a logical assumption.

Acaaaahhhhh! It was that time of year again—
fime to plant flowers. Christina and her dad were
frying o decide what kind of flowers to plant this
year. Her dad showed her an ad in the morning
paper. He wanted Christina to check it out so she
could help him determine what they should buy.
The two always like to surprise Christina’s mom
with beautiful flowers before her “big day” in May.
Christina was surprised fo see Flower Power was
having a sale. She knew they had better hurry to
the sfore.

FLOWER POWER SALE
Beautiful flowers of all kinds
— annuals and perennials—
are all on sale — 25% OFF!
All pots and hanging baskets
are on sale, too
Buy one, get one FREE!
Reg. $32.99 to $49.99
Hurry! Sale ends Tuesday!
Flower Power
2418 Harbor Ave. ‘

1. What time of year is it?

2. Circle the day in May on which Christina and her dad want her mother io enjoy
beautiful flowers.
Father's Day Earth Day Mother’s Day Easter

3. Circle why Christina and her dad will probably go to Flower Power foday.
because they are having a sale
because they want to plant today
because the two always plant flowers fogether

4. Why was Christina surprised that Flower Power was having a sale?

5. Why might Christina and her dad want to buy new pots or hanging baskets?

6. Why does the ad say to hurry?
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How’s Your Heart Rate?

You Need: ANIMAL HEART RATE
# stopwatch or watch with a second hand ~ # tennis ball (for one minute)
Animals have hearts that do the same job as a person’s Canary 1,000
heart. An animal’s heart beats to pump blood through its Mouse 650
body. What's different about an animal heart and a human Chicken 200
heart? The number of times it beats in a minute.
Each day your heart beats about 100,000 times. That’s Cat 110
enough times to pump almost 1,500 gallons of blood Dog 30

throughout your body! By the time you are 70 years old,

your heart will have pumped about 38 million gallons of Adult human 72
blood. No wonder it’s important to keep your heart strong Ciraffe 60
and healthy! -

The number of times a heart beats in a certain amount Tiger 45
of time is called heart rate. Check out the table to find Elephant 25
some average animal heart rates. Then follow the steps to
add your heart rate to the table. Gray whale 8
How to Find Your Heart Rate o

* Place two fingers on your neck or your wrist. Move

them around until you feel a pulse beat. Hearts Are Hard Workers

1
1
1 To prove it, try this. Squeeze a tennis ball
¢ Count the beats for 30 seconds. Have someone at 1 a5 hard as you can and let go. That’s how
home time you with the watch. : hard your heart works to pump blood
* Multiply the number of beats by two. That number is 1 through your body. Now try to squeeze the
your heart rate for one minute. : ball for one minute: tg match your heart
1 rate. Not too easy, is it?

Answer these questions about animals’ heart rates, using the information on the table.

1. Which animal’s heart beats fastest in one minute?

Which beats slowest?

2. What do you notice about the size of the animal compared with its heart rate?

3. Where do you think a horse’s heart rate might fit on the table? Explain your answer.

4. Which animal is your heart rate the closest to? g
a7’

N

oy
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A Timely Business
» To draw conclusions is to use the information in a story to make a logical assumption.

April 15, 1860—The mail did get through! The pony
express mail delivery service is happy fo announce that
its riders finished the first complete run from Saint Joseph,
Missouri, to Sacramento, California. If originated on April 3.

For those of you unfamiliar with the pony express, this
impressive service employs men who ride fast ponies or horses,
relay-style, across a 1,966-mile frail. These men carry letters
and small packages. They promise delivery from one end of
the trail to the other in 10 days or less!

Finally, there is a way fo communicate long distance with friends and acguaintances.

You will not have to rely on slow boats or stagecoaches. About 180 riders, 400 fast horses, and
190 pony express stations make up the pony express. Ifs riders are generally of small build, and
many are teenagers. A day’s work consists of about a 75-mile trip, with stops at several stations.
The stations are about 10 to 15 miles apart. Riders earn about $100 to $150 a month,

Currently, it costs $5.00 to send hailf an ounce of mail. However, the price could fall to
$1.00 in the future if the service continues to do well. Mail usually fravels at a rate of about 200

miles a day.

The pony express operates both day and night to ensure fimely delivery of important
letters and packages. Ifs riders work in all kinds of weather and even face attacks by Indians.
Be kind if you see a hard-working rider.

October 26, 1861—Sad news for the pony express. After operating for only about 19
months, the service closed its doors today. This came just 2 days affer the opening of the
franscontinental telegraph, a device that has revolutionized long-distance communication.
Needless to say, the pony express faces huge monetary losses.

The closing comes just months after the pony express service boasted of a 7-day, 17-hour
delivery from St. Joseph, Missouri, fo Sacramento, California. The record-breaking ride delivered
a copy of President Abraham Lincoln’s first address to Congress.

1. Underline each statement that could have happened after the pony express closed.
People relied on boats and stagecoaches for mail delivery.
Pony express riders had to find new jobs.
There were many fast horses for sale.

News traveled more quickly by means of the transcontinental telegraph.

N
A
497
o W
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2. How do you think people felt about the pony express closing.

3. Circle how you think the pony express riders felt after the pony express closed.

relieved sad defeated enlightened
4. Underline what you think would have happened fo the pony express if it had stayed
open dfter the transcontinental telegraph opened.
The pony express would have hired more riders.

People would have stopped using the pony express once they realized how
much more efficient it was to communicate over distance by means of the
franscontinental telegraph.

The pony express would have built several more frails for their riders to use.

5. Find words from the story fo match each definition. Then circle each word in the puzzie.
The words go across, up, down, or backward.

hires and pays

having a strong impact on

made up of

began

people you know, but not very well

brought about a major change

K AC @ UA A1 NTANTECTE S C
R DLNCTMG OTGT O Z R YO

N EAOMOTPNINTETY P ON

HUC I V ERWZ U S H S L S

O K T @ ND E I P C O 1 E P I
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M A I R E T S F S A I Y I E T

D E zZ I NO 1l T UL OV E R S e
R @ 0O 0OR EV O 1Ll UT I ONE <7 \N
Y C U B ADTETANIGII RO

7,

Railroads were built across the United States in the late 1800s. On another sheet
of paper, write how you think this changed communication in the United States.
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Amazing Animais
All animals are fascinating, and some are fruly amazing! For example, did you know that

sharks’ teeth are as hard as steel, or that kangaroo rafs can survive longer without water than
camels? Study the chart below to learn more about several amazing animals.

: ; Vertebrate or ——
Animal Where It Lives Inviertcbeate Fascinating Fact
albatross near most oceans vertebrate can sleep while flying
d ) h e ti
caterpillar | all over the world invertebrate B i e et ety
muscles as humans
. : can move its eyes in two
Africa and ; i
chameleon s vertebrate different directions at the same
Madagascar .
time
cockroach | all over the world invertebrate G KN (pre IWESKMIieL
a head
crocodile tropical climates vertebrate eats only about 50 meals a year
. . . h i
giant squid | oceans throughout the world | invertebrate hz;;yes Rigger thana fuman
’ : - is the tallest of animals;
giraffe grasslands in Africa vertebrate has only seven neck bones
: in the southern half of the has eggs kept warm by male
penguin world with cold ocean waters Herbek until hatched
octopus oceans throughout the world | invertebrate has three hearts
shark oceans throughout the world vertebrate never runs out of teeth
shail almost evlerywhere—forests, ———— can sleep fqr almost three years
deserts, rivers, ponds, oceans without waking up
S -
i oceans throughout the world vertebrate - hinldits bpein’fer upto 68
whale minutes

A
3557
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1. Which animai(s) live in the ocean?

2. What do the giant squid and the chameleon have in common?

3. Which animal would delight the “Tooth Fairy”?

4. Label the animals below with a Vif they have backbones.

5. Which animals live all, or nearly all, over the world?

Which animal is very muscular?

Which animal eats an average of about once a week?

Which animal can live headless for about a week?

© ® N o

What is fascinating about a chameleon’s eyes?

10. Which animal is a “super snoozer”?

1. Which animal can hold its breath for nearly an hour?

12. Which animal has seven bones in its neck?

S
Read about another animal. Find a fascinating fact about it to share with
Y  someonein your family.
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The Wonderful Whale

» A summary tells the most important parts of a story.

For each paragraph, circle the sentence that tells the most important part.

1. The largest animal that has ever lived is the blue
whale. It can grow up to 300 feet long and weigh
more than 100 tons. Whales, for the most part, are
enormous creatures. However, some kinds only grow
to be 10 to 15 feet long.

The blue whale is the largest animal.
Most whales are enormous creatures.

Some whales are only 10 to 15 feet long.

2 Whales look a lof like fish. However, whales differ from fish in many ways. For
example, the tail fin of a fish is up and down; the tail fin of a whale is sideways. Fish
breathe through gills. Whales have lungs and must come fo the surface from time to
fime to breathe. Whales can hold their breath for a very long time. The sperm whale
can hold its breath for about an hour.

Whales and fish do not share similar breathing patterns.

Whales can hold their breath for about an hour.
Whales might look a lot like fish, but the two are very different.

3. Baleen whales have no teeth. Toothed whales
have teeth. Baleen whales have hundreds of thin
plates in their mouth. They use these plates to
strain out food from the water. Their diet consists of
tiny plants and animals. Toothed whales eat such
foods as other fish, cuttlefish, and squid.

Whales can be divided info two groups—

baleen and toothed.

Baleen whales have plates in their mouths;
toothed whales do not.

Toothed whales use their teeth to chew their food.
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4. Whales have a layer of fat called blubber. Blubber keeps them warm. Whales cc
live off their blubber for a long time if food is scarce. Blubber also helps whales
float, as it is lighter than water.

Layers of fat are called blubber.
Blubber is very important to whales and has many purposes.
Blubber is what makes whales float.

5. Write the main idea of each paragraph to complete a summary about whales.

6. Fill in the whale and the fish with the following descriptions. Write the descriptions
that are specific o each on the spaces that don’t overiap. Write what the two have
in common in the shared space.

can hold breath for long time people love to watch
gills tail fin sideways

live in ponds tail fin up and down
live in oceans lungs

Read information about another animal. On another sheet of paper, write a
summary of the information.
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A Difficult Choice

Emily and Zach are confused! Their parents told them they could choose between
Massachusetts and Arizona for their vacation this summer, and they think both
states seem pretty awesome. Emily has always wanted to visit Boston, the capital of
Massachusetts. Zach and she both agree that stroling along the Freedom Trail would
be pretty neat, Walking the frail would enable them to see Boston’s most famous
historic landmarks, like the site of the school Ben Franklin aftended and the Old State
House. It was built in 1713 and served as the seat of the colonial government.,

Emily and Zach both love the beach. If they went to Massachusetts, they could
spend a few days at the beaches on Cape Cod. Emily loves boogie boarding, and Zach
is great at body surfing. They both enjoy building sandcastles with their mom and dad.

Zach finds learning about Native Americans fascinating and has always wanted
to fravel along the Apache Trail in Arizona. This mountain highway passes Native
American ruins in Tonto National Forest, Emily is not as interested in fraveling along this
frail as Zach, but they both would like to visit Phoenix, the capital, and then travel to
Grand Canyon National Park and Meteor Crater. Zach learned in science class that
Meteor Crater is a hole over 4,000 feet wide and 520 feet deep that was created when
a huge object from space fell to Earth. The object went so deep that it has never been
found. Zach would redally like to try to locate it. Emily thinks he is crazy! If experienced
scientists and researchers cannot find it, Zach might as well
not even bother to try.

If Arizona is the chosen state, Emily and Zach would also
like to stop at a few other places. Arizona is home to fiffeen
national monurments. That is more than any other state.

The only drawback for Zach if they choose Arizona
would be the heat. It is very hot and dry in this southwestern
state. Arizona has a lot of what Massachusetts does not—

desert land. Once in July in Arizona, it got up to 127°F |

Massachusetts, on the other hand, is located in the northeastern United States.
Here, Zach and Emily and their parents could enjoy mild temperatures of about 75°
F. Their parents love hot weather, but Zach and Emily do not really like to sweat.
Therefore, both know that they would prefer the climate of Massachusetts,

How will they ever decide to which state they should travel? If only they could take

two trips!
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1.

«pack” each suitcase to describe the two regions.

Tonto National Forest

Old State House
Freedom Trail
mild climate
Phoenix
Boston

very hot
Cape Cod
Apache Trail

Grand Canyon

Circle things both Emily and Zach like or would like fo see.
building sandcasties ~ Apache Trail hot weather beach
Meteor Crater surfboarding Freedom Trail sweating

Write one way Zach and Emily are different from their parents.

Write one way the Freedom Trail and the Apache Trail are different.

How do Zach and Emily spend their time differently at the beach?

How are Zach and Emily’s feelings different when it comes to finding the missing

object at Meteor Crater?

\\V/,
< V) Read about a state you would like to visit. On another sheet of paper, write five

differences between the state you chose and the state in which you live.
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Many Thanks

Giving thanks is a custom among people all around the world. Like the American Thanksgiving
many celebrations began as a way of showing gratitude for a good harvest. In Korea, people
have celebrated a fall holiday called Ch'usok for more than 1,000 years. Families prepare
special foods using newly harvested crops. On the holiday itself, Koreans give thanks and
remember their ancestors. Later in the day, they enjoy a
feast of rice cakes, fresh fruit, and vegetable soup. In the
United States, Thanksgiving honors a tradition that began
in 1621 with the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians.
A typical American Thanksgiving includes foods such

as turkey, potatoes, cranberries, stuffing, vegetables, and
pumpkin pie. Families and friends give thanks not only
for their meal, but also for the freedoms they enjoy as

Americans.

Write three headings on the diagram. Under each
heading, add facts from the passage.

EU Find out who Sarah Josepha Hall was and why she is
(¢ known in the U.S. as "the mother of Thanksgiving."
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Testing It Out

Use after completing Many Thanks on page 79.
Fill in the circle of the best answer.

1. The passage compares—
(A Americans and Pilgrims (© ch'usok and Thanksgiving
kinds of memorial services (D) Wampanoags and Koreans

2. On both holidays, people—

@ give difts (© roast turkeys
make rice cakes (D) show gratitude
3. Both holidays are celebrated—
(A in the spring (© inthe fall
before the harvest (D) around the worid
4. The Korean holiday—
(A) is about the freedoms of Korea (© began in 1621
is also about ancestor worship (D) is more recent than the American holiday

5. A traditional food on Thanksgiving in the U.S. is—
@ rice cakes (© fresh fruit
cranberries (D) hot soup

6. A food that people do not usually eat on Ch’usok is—

@ fruit @ rice

vegetables (D) turkey

7. The people celebrating together at both holidays are usually—
(A tamily members © Ppilgrims
Americans (D Koreans

8. From this passage you can guess that—
(A) Koreans do not eat dessert (© adll Thanksgivings are the same
fice is an important food in Korea (D) Americans do not eat rice

WA
w807
“ 80 =
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» Details in a story provide the reader with information about the
main idea and help the reader better understand the story.

Washington, D.C., is the capital of the
United States. It is located between Virginia
and Maryland on the Potomac River.
Washington, D.C., is also the headquarters
of the federal government. This incredible
city is a symbol of our country’s history and
the home of many important historical
landmarks.

Many of Washington, D.C.'s famous
landmarks are located in the National Mall.
The Mall is a long, narrow, parklike area
that provides large open spaces in the
middle of the city’s many huge buildings. In addition to being home to the U.S. Capitol,
where Congress meets, and the White House, the Mall is also dedicated to honoring
the history of our nation. Memorials for presidents George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, and Franklin D. Roosevelt can all be found in the Malll. There
are also memorials honoring Americans who fought in the Korean and Vietnam Wars.

Near the Lincoln Memorial another memorial was built, It is the National World War
I Memorial. This memorial honors Americans who fought and supported the United
States during World War II. The U.S. fought in this war from 1941 fo 1945,

The memorial’s design includes a Rainbow Pool, two giant arches, a ring of stone
columns, and a wall covered with gold stars. Each star represents 100 Americans who
died while fighting in World War Il.

Bob Dole, a former senator and World War Il veteran, worked tirelessly to get this
memorial built. He believes that the memorial will remind Americans of the value of
fieedom. “Freedom is not free,” says Dole. "It must be earned . . . .”

More than $197 million was raised to build the memorial that means so much to
Dole and to many ofher Americans. Many businesses, private groups, and schools
donated money to this cause. The memorial was completed in 2004,
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| aum S excited for the vpcoring veay and | hope Upv are ool Summer 1S & nice break from
school, but we stil need 1o Find some fime 10 practice wWhat vov learned in previous grades.  Yov
Worked 100 haxd 10 lose any of that great knowledae that vou wil definitel need for 4fin
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o Word Work 4 Novel
o TS packet uses severad worksheets 1o practice skils ke anfonums, sunonyms, and
prefixes.
o I (Uso requires v 1o vead af least one ook n your level and fil out Worksheets
based on this book. You Wil fake an AR Test on this book Within the first week of
School | wovld Suggest reading this book. in August s it 1S fresh in your bran!
e Comprehension
o Included n this packer axe 12 yeading passases with questions that focus on
different veading Skiis tie comparing and confrasfing, You Snovid pace Uovr sekt
With This packet and choose 1o do one Yeading passage a. week. e sure 1o
answer fhe questions using complefe senfences and making sure 1o folow the
directions!
o Grammar 4 wrifing
o There are severad different grammar concepts included in this packet aong) wirh
Some Writing promprs. The grammar will review and focus on sentence structure
and parts of speech.
o The Writing promprs vaxy ouf include Wrirng an acrostic poems, a. lefter to me
(Aovt YOU, and o fovrth grade ouckef listt - All of your writing should include Vo
best workl - Feel free 10 use graphic organizers, write Yough drasfTs, or have
someone edlit vour work.
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1. Where is Washington, D.C., located?

2. Write three facts about Washington, D.C.

3. Which four presidents are memorialized in the National Mall?

4. Besides the four presidents, who else is honored in the Mall?

5. What is the name of the memorial?

6. Why was it built?

7. How long did the United States fight in World War 117

8. What are some features of the new memorial?

9. Write what the stars represent.

10. What World War Il veteran has worked hard trying to get the memorial built?

11. What remembrance does Dole think the memorial will bring to the minds

of people?

12. What are the sources of the money that was raised to build the memorial?

Read about another memorial in Washington, D.C. On another sheet of paper,
write five details about the memorial.
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Beelieeping Basics

) Open a jar of golden honey. Spread some on a slice of toast. Take a bite and enjoy
Y its special sweetness. There’s nothing else quite like it!

Where does honey come from? Bees make it, right? But wait! Bees are insects.
They don’t set up little factories for making honey and putting it in jars, do they?
What's the real story behind the honey we eat?

Since ancient times, people have known that bees make a delicious, sweet food. To
get it, people would search for a hive of wild bees and steal the honey. Then some
people figured out that they could get honey more easily if they made hives for bees to
live in. They became beekeepers.

The first hives were probably hollow logs or clay pots turned on their sides. Later, ir
about 1500, farmers in Europe began building straw beehives that looked like baskets
turned upside down. Farmers from Europe brought honeybees with them to America
in the 1600s.

Around 1850, an American beekeeper invented a better kind of hive called the
hanging movable-frame beehive. It looks like a stack of boxes. Inside are wooden
frames where bees build wax honeycombs for storing their honey. This is the kind of
hive that most beekeepers use today.

The amazing thing about a bechive is how much it actually is like a little factory for
making honey. Each hive is home to a colony of as many as 60,000 bees. A colony
has one queen that lays eggs. Other bees have different jobs, such as building the
honeycomb, keeping it clean, feeding the young, or
making honey. Some bees are guards that protect
the hive. If a guard thinks you are a danger to the
colony, it will sting you.

Honey is made from nectar, a sweet liquid inside
flowers. A bee sucks nectar from a flower and
then brings it back to the hive. A wax-making bee
places the nectar in a honey cell. Other bees add
: more and more nectar to the honey cell. The

=~ nectar is mostly water when it is first brought
71~ to the hive. “House bees” fan their wings over
>~—~— the cell to remove the water. As the water
evaporates, the nectar changes into honey.
When the honey in a cell is ready, the bees cover it with a wax cap.
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Beekeepers give the bees several months to fill the honeycombs in a hive. Bees
must gather nectar from more than a million flowers to make just one pound of
honey! When the honey is ready to harvest, beekeepers wear special clothes that
cover their bodies completely. Otherwise, they would surely be stung many times as
they pull frames filled with honey from the hive.

Using special tools, beekeepers can extract the honey without breaking the
honeycomb. They do this so that the bees will not need to rebuild the honeycomb.
When the beekeeper puts the frames back into the hive, the bees will start filling
them with honey again.

No bee can make honey alone. It takes a large team of very hard workers to get the
job done. We could learn a lot from these little creatures about working together and
getting things done.

I Beckeepers extract honey without breaking the
honeycomb. What does extract mean?
@ take out © make
® fill up ® eat

2. How is a beehive like a factory?

3. List four steps in the making of honey.

4, Which sentence best states the main idea of this article?

(® Be careful around honeybees—they sting!

@ An American invented the best kind of beehive.
® Honeybees are useful and interesting creatures.
@@ Beekeepers have been around for a long time.

Yoo
21267
A
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Two Left Feet

These shoes are all mixed up! You can pair them off. Each shoe contains a word that
is a synonym for a word on another shoe. Synonyms are words that have the same or
amost the same meaning. Put each pair of shoes fogether by coloring them the same
color. Use a different color for each pair.

Lace up those synonym shoes! Each of the shoelaces has a word that is an anfonym
for a pair of shoes above. Antonyms are words that have the opposite meanings. Color
each lace the same color as the pair of shoes that is ifs opposite.

foolish needy
D —_ — =
ugly e ¢ little
m— = K= ===
. modern
unwantgd\_/ o b =

Bonus: Create antonym socks. Challenge a friend fo match them to
the shoes.
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. A compound word is formed by combining two words.

Each word below can be combined with one of the other words fo form a compound
word. Starting with cookbook, take the second word, book, and wrife it on the
next line. Then choose a word from the box that will make a new compound word.

Continue until you have used all the words in the box.

house way walk side hill

cook store book hold up

S
|
P

+ =

+ =

Starting with the word quarterback, continue to make compound words as you did
above using the words from the box.

mate stick  back quarter yard room ball

W/,
Read a page from a book you are reading, a newspaper column, or a magazine

Cony { article. On another sheet of paper, list the compound words you find.
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All Aboard!

» A prefix is a word part that is added to the beginning of a word and changes its meaning.

Here are some common prefixes and their meanings.

a- on multi- many, much super- above, beyond
anti- against non- nof frans-  QCross

im- not over- too much un- not

in- not pre- before under- below, less than
infer- among, between re- again

mis-  wrong re- back

Here are some words with these prefixes. Use the information from the chart to write
what you think each word means. Then use a dictionary to check your definitions.

Make corrections if needed.

=i

aboard 5

' z TRANG CONTINENTAL
supervisor EXPRESS = GATE 2
\! "

multicolored

misunderstood

international

preheat

nonstop

franscontinental

uncomfortable

© 0 ® N O O b 0N

-

overpriced

review

s
i

unbelievable

N

—
<

inexpensive

&

underweight

o

impatient

16. antifreeze

ML What other prefixes do you know? On another sheet of paper, list them along

with their meanings. Knowing what a prefix means can help you to figure out the
WA & meaning of an unfamiliar word.
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How many three- and four-letter animal names can you find in this puzzle? Words can
be spelled by moving from lefter to lefter along the lines connecting the circles. For
example, you can form the word DOG by starting at the D, moving left fo the O and
then up fo the G. There are six more animals names in the puzzle.

Bonus: There are lots of other words in this puzzle that aren’t names of animals.
Find as many as you can.
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is That a Fact?

» What is the difference between a fact and an opinion? A fact can be checked or proven.

An opinion is what someone believes or feels about something. An opinion cannot be proven.

Fact — Cocoa beans are used to make chocolate.
Opinion — Chocolate pudding is better than chocolate ice cream.

Read each senftence. Write F next fo each fact. Write O next to each opinion.

1. Everyone in the world thinks chocolate makes the best candy.

2 In Switzerland, the average person eats about 22 pounds of
chocolate in a year.

3. That means the Swiss eat about 160 million pounds of chocolate
annudily.

4. | think Americans eat more chocolate than that.

5, People also use chocolate fo make drinks and fo fiavor recipes.

6. There’s nothing better than a chocolate donut with chocolate glaze.

Look at the pictures. Then write two facts and two opinions about each snack food.
Use clue words such as think, best, believe, like, and dislike o signal an opinion.

1. Fact: 2. Fact: 3. Fact:

Opinion:

Opinion; _______ Opinion:

As you listen to a conversation among your friends about an issue that is important to
them, try to identify the facts and opinions you hear and write them down on a sheet of
paper. Then ask, “Can this statement be proven?” if the answer is yes, then it is a fact

act. If
not, then it is an opinion. Circle any clue words or phrases that signal opinions. o
*957

\V\ T,
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identifying Relationships

Write the phrase from the box that tells how the first two words are relafed.
Then write the correct word to complete the analogy.

(Arial‘ogies i

Relationship: Same Class Part/Whole Synonyms
Antonyms Homophones

1. weight : wait . gilt Relationship
® wave guilt © gl

2. work : play :: deep : Relationship
® shallow dive © job

3.elm : pine :: bee: Relatfionship
® birch (® honey © beetle

4, seam :seem i |: Relationship
® me eye © vyou

5. kernel : corn :; seed : Relationship
® soil warter © watermelon

6. forest . woods :; field : Relationship
® meadow ® flower © farmer

7. leave : arrive .. asked : Relationship
® go told © inquired

8. wheel : we'll :: hall : Relationship
® help hill © haul

VT,

< D} Explain to someone in your family how you chose each answer.

Y

e I g
w1277
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Ready-to-Use Independent Reading Management Kit: Grades 4-6  Scholastic Professional Books

Name Date

Book Title

Unlock Prefixes and Root Words

Some words have prefixes. The prefix is attached to the beginning
of a root word.

exampLe: unlock  prefix = un  root word = lock

Look in your book for words that contain a prefix and root word. Write
the prefix on the key and the root word in the lock. Then guess the
definition of the word. The first one has been done for you.

Prefix RootWord Definition
to put in the wWrong place

|

@@?@@@
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e 49
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Antonyms All Around

_Antonyms are words with opposite meanings. Look for words
in your book and then try to think of an antonym for each.
Write the word on the left-hand page of the book below and
the antonym on the right.

1 Word

T

Antonym

AR TSR

|
/
\

—
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Fiction 5 ¢ Skills

Ready-to-Use Independent Reading Management Kit: Grades 4-6  Scholastic Professional Books
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Name Date

Book Title

Character Coat of Arms

Design a coat of arms for a character in your book. In each section of the

“shield below, draw a picture that shows something about the character.

Fiction 4  Art

e 51
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Name Date

Book Title

Descriptive Paragraph

. Write a descriptive paragraph about an important person,

place, or thing from the story. First, brainstorm a list of details
about the person, place, or thing. Then write a carefully
constructed paragraph that provides plenty of description.

Details
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Types of Sentences

A declarative sentence makes a statement. An interrogative sentence asks a questior
An exclamatory sentence shows strong feeling. An imperative sentence states a

command.

A. What kind of sentence is each of the following? Write declarative,
interrogative, exclamatory, or imperative on the line.

1. Merlin carried the baby to safety.

Why did traitors poison the town’s wells?

Go back and fetch the missing sword.
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Slip the sword into the groove, and pull it out.

The king was England’s bravest ruler!

6. Who will follow Selene?

&4

B. Identify which groups of words are incomplete sentences and which
are complete sentences. Write incomplete or complete on the line.

1. Sarah at the edge of the square.
The knights fought so bravely!
How did Kay treat her dog?

The sword out of the stone.
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Natalie was trained to be a pilot.

C. Correct the incomplete sentences in part B. Add an action word to
each one. Then rewrite the complete sentence on the line.

g
E gin
i147

by




image5.jpeg
Make It Interesting

. A sentence can be very simple. This sentence tells who did what.
The crew worked.

As you write and revise your writing, add details about people, places,
or things, or about where, when, and what happens. This will make
your writing more interesting. Here’s how the sentence above was
revised several times. Each sentence gives a little more information.

The construction crew worked.

The construction crew worked quickly. ®
The construction crew worked quickly to clear the rubble.
The construction crew worked quickly to clear the rubble at the building site.

The construction crew worked quickly yesterday to clear the rubble at the building site.

Rewrite each sentence four fimes. Add new details each time to tell more about whom
or what, how, where, and when.

The children played. A package arrived.
I 1
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each time until you are left with a very simple sentence.

@ Rewrite the following sentence several times on a sheet of paper. Remove a detail
by
L The excited team cheered wildly after winning the championship basketball game.
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Attack of the Massive Mel oni

' Don't read this story yet! Give it A\
' to a partner and ask him or her \

to tell you the parts of speech
. under the blanks below. You

give a word for each part of I decided that I was going to grow
' speech, and your partner writes
| tin'tis blank, Then he or she the_  garden in the world. T used a

| writes the words in the story 1

d reads the story aloud. : ;
jand racs s stagyaiat to dig holes in the backyard, then I

2

i ADIECTIVE ENDING IN £5T spread seeds and all around. Pretty
j 3

2 ;
| NOUN soon, my garden started looking ol
‘ 4
3 PLURAL NOUN had planted seeds, but a watermelon
] 5
4, started___ out of the ground! It grew

ADJECTIVE 6

5 and grew. This watermelon became bigger than
P NOUN
| " ! Mom said we should eat it before
’ VERB ENDING IN ING 7 3
| it turned . So every day I climbed
7. 8
FAMOUS PERSON up a , then leaped

g 9 10
| ADJECTIVE to the top of the melon and cut off huge pieces.
|
9. ADVERD We made watermelon shakes, peanut butter and
i
0. watermelon sandwiches,and __ with
| NOUN n
g] 1 watermelon sauce. I've eaten almost nothing but
| ' FAVORITE FOOD
;12 melon forthelast ____ months! Mom
'Y 7 ~umeer , 2 .
| said, “Don’t look a gift horse in the ”
:] 3. 13
BODY PART I sure learned a lesson: Don’t bite off more than you
4,

VERB can 1!
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